
April newsletter 

was nothing short 

   A message in the pro-

gram set the tone for 

the evening: “This is a 

very special evening 

for all of us and per-

haps the last one we 

will spend together be-

fore going our separate 

ways. We hope this 

will be a night to re-

member.” 

   They entered Salon C 

in the conference cen-

ter of the Four Points 

Sheraton in Fairview 

Heights on April 28, 

hoping to make some 

lasting memories dur-

ing “Under the Sunset,” 

the Madison High 

School Prom. 

   “Prom is a very big deal here, as it is at all 

high schools,” said 

Carrie Stonewater, a 

teacher in her third year 

as a prom sponsor.  

“I enjoy working with 

the kids. It’s fun to put 

it together with the 

prom committee.” 

   Committee members 

raise funds for decora-

tions, choose the theme 

and colors (peach, gold 

and white), hire a disc 

jockey, and schedule a 

photographer. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Any time is Portrait Time! 

John Locus  Photography 

John Locus poses Caleb Smith, a senior at Madison High 
School, and his guest, Jasmine  James. 

     The response we 

received from our 

of phenomenal.  We 

received a lot of 

comments about the 

story on Santa.  

Yes, we plan to 

have Santa visit us 

(Continued on page 2) 

Check us out on the web! 
 

www.johnlocus.com 

Another Note From the Editor 

John zeroes in on another 

great Prom photo. 



pastor, confirmed the 10 

boys and nine girls dur-

ing the 10:15 a.m. cere-

mony in the church. Ken 

Buth, a seminarian and 

field worker, assisted 

him. 

   The ceremony is held 

annually in the church, 

founded in 1867 in Troy. 

   One of the larger 

classes in recent mem-

ory received the sacra-

ment of confirmation on 

Palm Sunday at St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church 

in Troy.  

   The Rev. James 

Gullen, congregation 

St. Paul Lutheran in Troy Confirms 19 
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Another Note From the Editor   

(Continued from page 1) 

again this year.  And just 

maybe we won’t lose power 

for 4 days. 

     We really enjoyed work-

ing with our firefighters last 

year and the new photo-

graphs are being proudly 

displayed in the new fire-

house. 

     Dads and daughters had 

a good time at the C.A.R.D. 

event and they enjoyed 

reading about it in our little 

story last issue. 

     We’d like to remind you 

that “The Portrait Times”  

will be available on our 

website for you to read or 

download as a PDF file and 

print at home.  This is great 

if you missed our mailing or 

you need extra copies. 

     See you in October. 
 

                     John A. Locus 

there was a cookies and juice re-

ception in the school after 

graduation.  

     During the service the chil-

dren recite Bible passages. 

“They have a message of how to 

live with each other. They are 

letting God’s light shine in their 

lives. It’s a wonderful time to 

share that with their parents, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles and 

neighbors.” 

     They also have photographs 

to help remember the evening. 

“John has them so poised, with 

the way they’re standing.” And 

as she further perused the pic-

ture, she noticed, “teeth are 

missing, the smiles are big, the 

boys are handsome, and the girls 

are ladies.” 

St. Paul Lutheran Confirmation Class of 2007 

Holy Cross Kindergarten Graduates Twenty 

     For more than 40 years kin-
dergarten students at Holy Cross 

Lutheran School have donned 

their caps and gowns, processed 

down the aisle of church, and re-

ceived their diplomas. 

     In May, the nine boys and 11 

girls shook hands with Principal 

Rob Kellar and a school board 

member. Church pastor, the Rev. 

William Engfehr, delivered the 

graduation address. 

     “They like the picture-taking 

and participating in the service,” 

said kindergarten teacher Caro-

lyn Wanagat. “They are recog-

nized by the school board and 

principal and their family mem-

bers attend.” 

     Holy Cross established the 

kindergarten about 1945.  The 

church dates to 1848. 

     The school owns 40 outfits in 

several sizes. The students keep 

their tassels as a memento of the 

occasion. “I think it’s memora-

ble for them,” Wanagat said. 

“They should remember the eve-

ning because of the pictures, the 

gowns and the service.” And 

Holy Cross Kindergarten Class of 2007 



   Angie Nelson began dance les-
sons as a little girl and early on 

she knew she wanted to teach it. 

     “It kept me around people 

who were not in trouble,” said 

Nelson, who at 16 started teach-

ing dance at Becky Kern’s 

Dance Studio in Belleville, 

where she had taken lessons for 

12 years. “I saw the difference it 

was making in a lot of lives and 

I wanted to make a difference 

like that someday.” 

     Nelson, 37, operated Angie’s 

School of Dance in downtown 

Collinsville for 13 years and her 

students staged their final recit-

als on June 1 and June 2. “There 

were a lot of tears shed at the fi-

nal recital. The kids and the par-

ents were crying. A lot of kids 

had been there for 12 and 13 

years.” 

     She says she will miss the 

dance studio, but 

she’ll continue to see 

some of the students 

while teaching an up-

per-level tap class 

once a week at Heav-

enly Rhythm, 2229 

Vandalia Street. “I’ll 

still be seeing a lot of 

the same kids. I 

might miss it more in 

September, when I’m 

not starting new 

classes.” 

     Through the 

years she taught 

ballet, tap, jazz, 

pointe, modern, 

lyrical, hip hop 

and pompon 

classes to about 

250 students including 

about 10 boys, who mostly 

were interested in hip hop. 

     John Locus photo-

graphed every Nelson 

dance class. “John is fan-

tastic,” Nelson said.  

“He knows how to get 

smiles out of the little kids. 

He’s great with the kids 

and his pictures are fantas-

tic.” 

     Watching her students 

learn and improve their 

skills was rewarding. “I en-

joyed watching them go from 

younger to older dancers--

seeing their talents change and 

seeing them learn. And to get 

to know the families and build 

relationships.” One of her for-

mer students danced at the Muny 

Opera. 

     Another highlight was watch-

ing her students perform at 

Magic King-

dom at Disney 

World in 1999 

and on a Car-

nival cruise 

ship to the 

Grand Cayman 

Islands three 

years ago. 

     And she re-

members her 

d a u g h t e r 

bringing down 

the house at a 

recital. “My 

two  o l d e r 

d a u g h t e r s 

opened the 

show. Victoria 

was 2 and in 

the audience. She sneaked onto 

the stage with her older sisters 

and the whole place just cracked 

up.” 

End of an Era at Angie’s School of Dance 
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Angie Nelson, director of Angie’s 

School of Dance for 13 years. 

Victoria Nelson, Angie’s daugh-

ter, poses for her portrait. 

Jenny and Jessy Dyson in costume for their 

Pink Panther Duet. 



     The Rev. Gary Galen, 
pastor of Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Edwards-

ville, administered 

confirmation to 18 

students on May 6. 

     The nine boys and 

nine girls, eighth 

grade students at Trin-

ity Lutheran School, 

received the sacrament dur-

ing a 10:15 a.m. ceremony 

in the church.  

     John Locus photo-

graphed the confirmation 

class, which included Leann 

Eckhardt’s twin daughters, 

Ashley and Alicia. “I have-

n’t seen the pictures yet, but 

John worked well with the 

kids. He was very pleasant. 

It was a good experience.” 

Trinity Confirms Eighteen 
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Easter Portraits:  No Animals Were Harmed 
     When Dena Hoefert observed 

the effort needed to make a good 

picture during her son’s studio 

session with Santa, she knew 

memorable Easter pictures 

would require a similar effort. 

     Dean Hoefert was 16 months 

old and was unhappy on Santa’s 

lap. So Santa sat Dean in the 

large, red-leather chair, and left 

the room. Later, Santa returned, 

sneaked behind the chair, knelt 

next to Dean, and John Locus 

grabbed a winner.  

     “The picture was hilarious,” 

Hoefert said. “John kept him 

from crying. He’s looking at 

Santa like he’s an alien. He has a 

real funny face. Everybody re-

members that Christmas card.” 

     Three months after the Santa 

session, Dean was in the studio 

for his Easter pictures. Once 

again, he was a challenge. He 

threw his hat at Lo-

cus and pounded the 

stuffed chicks and 

rabbits on the floor.  

     “I’m glad they 

weren’t real, it 

wouldn’t have been 

pretty,” Hoefert re-

called. “Toddlers are 

hard to deal with and 

John is very patient. 

He takes a lot of 

shots and you have a 

lot of options. He’s determined 

to get a good shot for you. He 

keeps shooting until you’re 

happy. The hardest part is nar-

rowing it down.”  

     And Marsha Locus assists 

with picture selection. “Marsha is 

very good at helping you make 

the right decisions. She isn’t 

pushy or high-pressure.” 

     Hoefert also arranged 

for Dean’s birth-

announcement pictures 

with Locus. “We went 

to John because of the 

good experience we had 

at our wedding. John ac-

commodated us during a 

hard situation,” she said, 

referring to her father, 

Dean Langin, who was 

ill with cancer.  

     “I was surprised at 

how well he did with a newborn 

and even more surprised at how 

well he did with a toddler, with a 

hat being thrown at him and the 

chicks being pounded into the 

floor.” 

Attention:  Class of 2008 
   If you haven’t already had your senior portraits made, NOW IS THE 

TIME TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT.  School is in session and the sun 

goes down earlier every day.   That means we can only photograph a few 

students each day.  We’re quickly running out of appointment slots. 

DON’T DELAY. . .CALL TODAY! 

  618 345-2005       www.johnlocus.com 



(Continued from page 1) 

   About 80 junior and senior stu-

dents dined on chicken parmesan 

and danced to DJ Anthony 

Given’s mix of hip hop, R&B, 

jazz, steppin,’ slides, blues and 

oldies. “I know my population 

before I get there,” which helps 

Givens select the music. “I cater 

to the crowd.”  

   Markeisha Hill, a senior, was 

planning to “have fun,” while 

fellow senior, Candice Chatman, 

said she enjoyed “getting 

dressed up.”   

   After arriving in a rented 

2007 Dodge Charger, senior 

Caleb Smith said he liked 

“seeing what everybody 

looks like when they get 

here.” His date, junior Jas-

mine James, said “I hope to 

have a good time.”  

   John Locus always does. 

“This is a lot of fun, be-

cause I’m a people photog-

rapher. There’s a lot of ex-

citement in a prom. This is 

a big night for these kids.”  

   Larger schools have multiple 

dances throughout the year in-

cluding homecomings, winter 

balls and spring dances. “I be-

lieve this is the big one for 

Madison—and does it ever 

show,” Locus said. “The prom is 

a really big deal and they all put 

a lot of thought and effort into 

it.” 

   Stonewater agreed. “This is 

my favorite part. To see the kids 

have a good time—it makes all 

of the effort worth it.” 

ding disaster. 

     While there is not much a bride can 

do about the weather except pray; a 

little preparedness goes a long way.  If 

you insist on having an outdoor wed-

ding, the safest thing to do is to have a 

backup plan.  This may involve holding 

the ceremony outdoors very near a fa-

cility large enough to contain the wed-

ding party and guests.  You may have 

to make the call at the last minute if the 

     Before you even think of planning 

an outdoor wedding in the St. Louis 

Metro Area, please consider one major 

thing:  the weather.  The great Midwest 

is known for the unpredictable nature 

of its weather patterns.  The summer of 

2006 was the hottest on record in al-

most 18 years.  Add that to the major 

storms in late July, the ice storm in late 

November and the deep freeze in April 

2007, and you’ve got a recipe for wed-

weather sneaks up on you.  Setting up a 

tent may keep you dry in a spring 

shower, but it is no place to be during 

one of our famous severe thunderstorms. 

     If you need help with ideas on out-

door weddings, speak to one of our wed-

ding experts at (618) 345-2005, or reach 

us through the Contact page on our web-

site at www.johnlocus.com. 

     You can rely on our 32 years of ex-

perience. 

PROM (continued) 

Planning an Outdoor Wedding? 
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Two Kings and a Queen:  

(left to right)  Marcus Lewis, 

Envy Atkins, Steven Boyd. 

Friends pose for John’s camera just before 

the evening ends. 

Shhhhhhhhhhh!  It’s our little 
secret...I’m coming to visit John Locus 

Photography early this year.   
Call NOW for available dates. 

618 345-2005 
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FALL  
FAMILY SPECIALFAMILY SPECIALFAMILY SPECIALFAMILY SPECIAL 

      Fall is always a great time for family portraits.  Take 

advantage of this special offer until the end of October.  

Call right away for an appointment!  Dates fill up fast. 

Call Now!            (618) 345-2005  

Don’t Wait! 

Promo PT 07-07 www.johnlocus.com 

During September and October, 

get any family session at $30 off 

and get 20% off the price of 
your finished portraits.  Call for details 

and to make an appointment. 

This offer not valid with any other offer, cou-

pon, or gift certificate. Some other restrictions 

may apply.  Offer expires October 31, 2007. 


